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Our photo this time is from the official collection of Charles Roberts, the Wakefield-based builders of bodywork for
buses, trams, lorries, railway rolling stock and lots more. Here are four Albion Valkyrie PW65 with 35-seat rear entrance
bodies, part of a large order in 1932 for MacShanes of Bootle who had recently expanded into stage carriages services.
Many of these vehicles would see further service with Red and White Services, which had been appointed temporary
managers of MacShanes before the business passed to Ribble in 1933.

Wishing all our Readers a very Merry Christmas and a Happy 2020!
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New Arrivals

It’s been a busy time at The Bus Archive;
lots of people both in the industry and
enthusiasts have been responding to us by
donating lots and lots of new (old)
material...

Peter Greaves has decided to downsize
his collection and has donated his work
on local operators around Oldham,
Lancashire and detailed records and
photographs on coachbuilder Bellhouse,
Hartwell. There is also a large collection
of sound recordings of various bus types,
taken of both preserved and ‘in service’
vehicles. We even have Peter’s cassette
tape recorder complete with muffled

microphone! The Bellhouse, Hartwell collection includes this official shot of a 1949 Crossley
SD42/7 for Smiths of Wigan.
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There are also a number of official
photograph albums from London-based
coachbuilder Duple, including this Dennis
Arrow which was new to Victory of
Salisbury in 1931.

The family of career industry man Douglas Adie have donated his papers which reveal The donation of a significant
important information on Doug’s time at Midland Red (where he negotiated the sale of collection of official Saunders
part of the business to West Midlands PTE), Alder Valley, National Bus (where he was Roe photographs will be
a Regional Director), United Transport, London Central and finally Oxford Bus Company. featured in the January edition of
Buses magazine.
Many official and personal photos are included in the Adie collection, including this Alder
Valley Plaxton-bodied Leyland Leopard. Other photograph donations
: have come from the families of
Derek Fisk and Alastair
Skinner; more on those next
time.

-

As usual, we received the entries
— in digital format — of The UK
Bus Awards, although these are
closed for five years, to be sure
that no-one takes a peak!

There is more on donated
material elsewhere in this issue
of The Bus Archive newsletter....
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Looking Forward to the
Summer - how about a
Southdown Coach Cruise?

Southdown Motor Services are rightly recalled for their
immaculately turned out coach fleet — green coaches which
were seen throughout the country.

This charming item recently surfaced in our collection, a
passenger folder for their North Wales Tour (L6)
completed for Mr A Thomas in seat B3 for the departure on
6th October 1949. It just beams “high quality” with the
names of the passengers printed on the inside cover
(although the driver’s name was slightly incorrect!), a full
itinerary and even headed stationery — “On a Southdown
Coach Cruise”.

Perhaps this Windovers-bodied Leyland PS| was the allocated
coach for the Cruise? (Norman Treacher)

TOUR L6 TO NORTH WALES
6th OCTOBER 1949

Passenger List
Miss Atkins (EI) Sittingbourne
 Mr.& Mrs, Bartlett (A12) .. ... Portsmouth
Mrs. Brunsden (F.4) Catford
Miss Dominick (E3) ... .. .. Felixstowe
MlnHmll{Fl) Sittingbourne
Mrs. Hubbard (C.1) Rodmell
© Miss Lyndhurse (B.) ... Earnley-by-Sea
Miss Mills (E4) ... .. .. Felixstowe
‘Mrs. Nicolas (H4) ... ... Brighton
_Mr. &Mmﬁm (C3-4) .. Caister-on-Sea
© The Messrs. A. & F. Thomas (B.3-4) Clapton
Bexhill-on-Sea

Mr. & Mf’s. WEQ (D.H) i et

J
Driver-Courier: it WERNHAM
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T . 6 7-DAY COACH CRUISING TOUR——
SOUTHDOWN

HOLIDAY COACH
CRUISE

TO

North Wales

Itinerary
FROM BRIGHTON
Tour No. L6
T-DAY TOUR - PSS . . - e
NORTH WALES
piiiig - ITINERARY

LEAVE STEINE STREET, BRIGHTON, 8.30 a.m.

THURSDAY A prompt and early start is desirable as we wish to reach
(Ist Day) London as speedily as possible following the usual route of the

Southdown regular London service, but omitting the stop at
Crawley, thereby reaching Victoria Coach Station soon after 10.30 a.m., per-
mitting time for light refreshment if desired. '

Leave Victoria Coach Station 0.45 a.m.

It is necessary to take a prescribed route out of London, and gradually we get
clear of the more congested areas.

Proceeding in a westerly direction we leave the London suburbs behind us,
by-passing Uxbridge, and shortly afterwards take the right fork passing Chalfont
Park on our right, then chrougz the villages of Chalfont St. Peter and Chalfont
St. Giles, to the market town of Amersham. Continuing a gradual climb across
the Chiltern Hills we next come to the attractive villages of Little Missenden and
Great Missenden, which leads us on to the small market town of Wendover.
We have a gradual descent of five miles down into Aylesbury, the administrative
centre of the County of Buckinghamshire. (Lunch at Old Bull's Head Hotel
at 1.00 p.m.)

Leave Aylesbury 2.00 p.m.

Soon after resuming we pass through Waddesdon, famous for its manor house,
built on top of a hill, the fine gates of which are passed in the village.
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At our Acton centre, we have a good run of “Traffic Updates”, an internal document
London General issued by London Transport and one of its predecessors, London General. These were
Tra_fﬁc Upd ate designed to inform staff of changes to services and also to highlight issues of concern
and interest. It was designed to keep notices to staff to a minimum.

! n 'J Emplo ly. 731
H Private—For the Information of thﬂ_cﬂr-n-’,-‘-'!‘s' Eyepeon’y

THE LONDON GENERAL OMNIBUS COMPANY, Lid.

({n operatton on and from WEDNE A Y, AUGUST 3rd, 1927, cxcept
'1’ otherwise & staled)

The nnmbu of complaints from members of ﬁ- . mptmhnn or neglecting to stop for
the bell signal, is : .

increasing.
mudmmnmwmﬂﬁlit

-

This issue, dated Wednesday, August 3rd, 1927 starts off with the issue of staff not stopping when hailed by prospective
passengers — an issue still very alive today — and some instructions to staff on how to look out for visitors who may put
themselves in peril. “These people have not all had experience of traffic in a big town and are prone to take extraordinary
risks.... Deter them from foolhardy actions.” (We recommend saying this out loud in the Harry Enfield Mr Cholmondley-
Warner voice).

Finally, there is a reminder of the periods when standing passengers are allowed “on omnibuses” — basically at peak periods

and there is a helpful graphic to assist.
The Standing Rule
is OPEN for standing wh.mmwmorfn.

ZLM.SGWMQM?‘.MB-IRQ‘”[D""WTI‘NZI‘NEFMF.Mbpmﬁgt%mapmgpm|0|w"pn!? lam o)
o 3p | 30 30 (39 | 3¢ 32 | 32 30130 130 |3 | 3p | 30 | 3p
Monday-Friday i
Saturdays [
Sundays |
Bank Holidays P LR SR
i PR Wi A SR .

Page 5



Helping at Chatham

Last month we were delighted to welcome three visitors
from the Friends of Chatham Traction, who have embarked I |
on an educational project based around the restoration of =
Chatham & District Bristol K double decker GKE 68 — for =
further details go to http://www.chathamtraction.org.uk.

Wendy, Richard and Mike were delighted with the :
information they found in our extensive collection of ==&
Chatham & District records — including the fact that their bus .
cost £1,813.16.3 when new. As Richard commented: “This
is a great collection for us. We will be back!”

e e
I--"-




The repository for our

THE
IQTH E A D non-road passenger

TRANSPORT ARCHIVE  collections

Liverpool Sentinels

We recently received a L

mixed coIIectiF)n from 765/7B.

noted enthusiast and

retired transport en er | 8ITY ELEOTRICA! RN
fessional Ken Swallow . § SITY ELECTRICA) ?‘

professiona . | =8 nov

Here is something which we e i uf'__....

placed immediately in the Tieae Sirs L

Kithead collection — a :

specification and tender for We hereby offer to supply you with one 5-ton

a “Super Sentinel” 3-way

tipping wagon, sent by the “ Super-Sentinel  3-Way Tipping Waggon(s) th steel-lined

Body 13'=6" long, 40" Sides end Taikboard, square-type

Shrewsbury-based company delivered Firebox, Macintosh Tyres, Kleetric Lighting Set,
to P J Robinson, Electrical Windsereen, and Speedometer, fully painted and lettered,
Engineer at Liverpool City for £946. 5. 0. say NJPNE HUNDRED AND FORTY
Corporation in November SIX POUNDS FIVE SHILLINGS.

1930. The 5 ton waggon Less an allowance £75 (Seventy five pounds)
(sic) was available, fully payable for your "Sentinel" End-tipping Waggon No. 5420
painted and lettered, for in part exchange, to be de¢livered to our subsequent
£946, 5 shillings, with instructions.

delivery in 2 to 3 weeks. s Less the following allowance if not required:i-

Electric Lighti Beb .ieareee £88.10. 0
Windscreell «.sfssssssessssnsnss 10. O« Q.
Speedometer ./iicssscccrcccanes 6.15. 0.

Despatch 2/3 weelff from reeceipt of final instruetioms, -

,’f For and on behalf of

Our’ Represent tive for your District, w
! Ml‘- Sn PB.I‘keE »

; "Dalkeith",
\ Bower Road,
e Hele, Cheshire.
To P.J. Robinson Esqg., M.I.M.E.,

City Electrical Engineer,
Corporation of Liverpool,
Electric Supply Department,

%ixggﬁg&,[‘}ude%m 7th Nov.1930

This tender is open for 7 days unless previously withdrawn, and is
subject to the conditions of sale attached hereto,
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Ken’s Liverpool related donation was accompanied by two splendid photographs of a similar vehicle at work for the Witney
Transport Co. Ltd., of Oxfordshire. The photos nicely demonstrate the two tipping options that were available.

Postal Dennis P

NERL P

LU T

This photograph of a magnificent Dennis van turned up in a collection recently. The back of the photograph dates it to 191 |
and refers to “Arrival of special postbags at Hendon” and is also stamped “Aerial Postal Service Hendon to Windsor”. Given
the infancy of air travel at that date, this was surely quite an early innovation?
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Pilcher’s Coaches

Enthusiast and industry professional Derek Jones was on hand
in the late 1980s when the very long-established business of
Pilcher’s Coaches of Chatham, Kent ceased trading. Derek
was able to secure many of the records of the company and
he has now donated these to The Bus Archive. “After the
Pilcher family sold the business and were in the process of
clearing the original premises in Beacon Hill, Chatham for
redevelopment | was able to persuade them to allow me to
save some of their records and am now delighted that a
professionally run, permanent archive for the industry is here,
so that | can hand over this important material, in the
knowledge that it will be properly looked after and made
available for those researching the independent sector of the
industry”.

H WV Pilcher started motorbus operation in 1919, although
his grandfather (Edward C Pilcher) had run pair-horse brakes
since at least 1859 and from 1879 a horse bus service from
Strood to Luton. By the end of the 1930s, the Pilchers claimed
to be the only independent operator of tours in Chatham.
There was even a feature in the AEC Gazette in 1934 —
partially reproduced on the right.

The business stayed in the family until the early 1980s, and
even tried its hand at the London Commuter market, but
was sold in 1984, to be closed altogether by the new owner
two years later. There is a lot of superbly detailed material
in the donation, including Excursion & Tours licensing
schedules, as an illustration of when operators had to specify

the route and frequency of their “E&Ts”.

ﬁ‘l};m P.S.¥. 90.

IG built, big hearted, blunt of
speech, open handed, direet. in-
genious, and able to see the funny
side of anything that has a funny
side—that's Mr. H. W. PFilcher, the
only independent Operator in Chal-
ham with o “tours” licence, the
owner of a flourishing business
started over seventy years ago [rom
the meagre savings of an outcast
orphan, a man today known to
everybody in the Medway towns,
“Come in" mared Mr. Pllcher,
when we knocked somewhat timidly
gt the door of his office, which is set
on the hillside high above Chatham,
“come in, unless you want to sell
me cheap tyres, cheap ofls, or cheap
sparking plugs, in which case—stay
out.” Luckily we had no cut price
samples, nothing but a notebook and
pencil, s0 in we went to explain the
object of our wisit.

*A ptory?” exclalmed Mr. Pilcher.
“Ha! I tell you a story. Sit
down!” Which we did, because whetn

1
EXCURSIONS and TOURS. Schedule 2.

A DIE-HARD
“INDEPENDENT"

MR. PILCHER
OF CHATHAM

Carries on

Business

Founded by
Penniless
Orphan

Mr. Pilcher commands you to sit
down, I& is instantly obvious that no
good purpose will be served by stand-
ing up.

“The founder of this business” he
began, “was my grandiather, Mr.
Edward C. Pilcher, born in 1838, He
came from Ashford, in Kent. When
he was ten years oid both his parents
died and he was left penniless. But
he was 8 courageous lad, so he set
out to walk east, towards London,
where there might be some hope of
food and shelter—and perhaps work.
To take to the road with such an
object when you're little maore than
i child needs a bit of fortitude”
added Mr. Pilcher. With which, re-
membering how to-day, in similar
circumstances, we should importune
the first lorry driver for a " Lft," we
heartily agreed.

“But fortune was kild" he con-
tinued, “and Edward was given a
ride to Chatham by a sympathetic
carrier. Then he was left to exist as
beat he could. After & time it scems

... Metroppllitan

A { {This space and Col. 9
Name of Applicant_ Harbert Hllalan Plraner, . Group of Excursions and Tours Traific Commissio
bk Orriginating at _[ks tham Applicasion No.:—
Address A5 Bensen ik Picking up point(s).... Milisary Beade . : : :
Cha tham ! Licence/Backing No. -—
Tt | Tz, Cal 3. Cal. 4. | = i B L
i | —£1- = A t
Return. Route in this Traffic Area {eture fare | :
Mumbes | Excursion or Tour to Mileage, in sufficient detail to identify ronds to be traversed, ',';,‘.mm,";. Days on, andjor | Total | Journey
af fstutn whether hali-day, 3 " caly periods daring which | inclusive| — in bours
sacursion, ! or n this sive| CXoUTEIONS and totrs time, in this
o toar, excumsion ar four.) Total | Traffic Outward. Retam, of botal are to be run, |h:1:mn~s.. Traffic Ar
Area, charges) * )
142 | 86 | From S.E.Aves by A2, S8pe route 10/6| from 1st Apl. | 13 ihre
thenoe route =& for Assol | o 30th Eept.
to AS08 into 5.E.Arsa. 1 |
es for decol te
A308 into S.E. |
Area,
Return egame roulp.
Dey Tour. J
21. s6| 44| By A2 from S.E.Aren Same route 5/6| & trips & 31hy
L5 Bhw
| | then direct to top of during foot- Zhe
Shooters Hill & Football ball seas0n. footba
Ground. ground
B2 172| 96| Route as for Reading mite route 12/=| Rmoa days | 13 ]
o
|
% .“w Shntl g LRI A SO i, L i
o

: o = P | g : :
* Where a charge inclusive of lodgings, meals, ete., is made, the amount applicable to the mad 4 must be that approved on this Schedle.
§ Exclusive of Jults fur a langer Particulars
|

than is necessary to pick up and set dovn passengers.

of these halts should be given,

i i R
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There is also a handwritten tally of the number of & :;:r’::anps“E“c ‘@IBS
passengers on each departure — in this case for 1936. ; " e

This was information which had to be collected and Pilchers Coaches Ltd
retained. S W

— 18 BEACON HILL CHATHAM KENT MES 7DA
_——
| l 7\5 é <3070 - SEsa

T retmdvwiy (DS,

Twrckigfn | d}fﬂ&r /b | 4&/@‘(&57 Wemaiey. | 77 7ee \JIK/GH Ton
; . ) . -

el v el ST apl. 1} 2 . P | s 1d, SE |\ pay2) 32
| 20 : i K7V — A 3 | 32

— PR A av 32 ", B Z

S 2o | 20 T M W —47 ‘ o

e S ’gp’ = g
- s | #o W2 T

A couple of photos showing Plichers in their prime: first a John F Parke view of an AEC Regal, looking every inch the stylish
early-1930s coach; and second AEC, this time a Reliance from 1973.

Midland Red North designs

The years immediately after the passing of the Transport Act, 1986 were
rather hectic. We tend to remember examples of on-road competition and
the blossoming of the minibus revolution, but sometimes forget what was
going on elsewhere.

Corporate liveries are again with us, but the mid 1980s saw an explosion of
colour, and as some companies were split: many went “back to the future”
with traditional liveries, some stayed the same, whilst a few adopted a more
radical approach. Newly-created companies such as Northumbria and North
Western come to mind in this category, and recently we were given some
livery designs for Midland Red North which were suggested by Hyphen Hayden
which had indeed drawn up those other designs.

We can see the basic concept, with the colour choice varying — from the top
illustration, described as “Fresh use of existing brand colours, visually
aggressive shapes, modern, bright” down to the one at the bottom,
“Evolutionary: retaining existing colour”.

Midland Red North was purchased by the Drawlane Group from the National
Bus Company in 1988, and none of these liveries was adopted. What might
have been?
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Enthusiast Groups’ Donations

A number of enthusiast and preservation groups have built up their own archives over the years, but some are experiencing
problems in finding younger members to take responsibility for this, when senior people decide that to relinquish the role.

We have recently negotiated with two such respected groups. The Essex Bus Enthusiasts Group has donated to us their
photographic archive, which is quite extensive. A couple of images are reproduced below.

(LRSS

£ -8
el

As we might expect from an area dominated by a Tilling
company, Bristol chassis and Eastern Coachworks bodywork
predominate. This is an early Bristol K5G with ECW
lowbridge bodywork, acquired by Eastern National from
United Counties in 1955 and withdrawn three years later.

A nice shot of an early Bristol Lodekka — 433 FEV was new
in 1956 as fleet number 1485 (renumbered to 2454 in 1964).
It is quite a rare type — an LD5G, indicating a 5-cylinder
Gardner engine.

In contrast, the Maidstone & District and East Kent Bus Club have started to transfer their archive with the donation
of a series of bus running cards (the work which a single bus will do on a day) from the 1970s. These are from the 1970s and

the illustration is from Ashford garage.

CAST KENT ROAD CAR CO, LIN,

ASHF DRD

BUS RUNNING SCHEOULE

501 501 5o 502 501 502
id t : dep. on 0627 0657 o728 oTs7 o829
Stati A 0528 D658 0730 0768
tation 0559 D630 o0 0732 0800 DA32
DEDS 0835 0708 7 0B0sS
t entranc .e .. - o739 .
. Arlingt 0611 D642  LIN2 4
par entte BFF. .a i g7a3 Ty

dep. .. e
0611 0542

L1 D618 0649
Ctation D622 0653
A et D624 D&SS

n Strowt

Station Road
Rallway Station
Gond Read

4tanhope Catate, en

72-str, CAR 1

COMMENCING: 25 MARCH 1979

01 502 BDI B0z BO1 S02  BO0. 502 S5O0 502
pB57 0929 0957 1029 1057 1129 1157 1229 1257 1329
0BSA 0930 0958 1030 1058 1130 1158 1230 1258 1330
0900 0932 1000 1032 1100 1132 1200 1232 1300 1332

0905 1005 .. 1105 we 1205 . 1305 "o
it s 1039 . 1139 . 1239 .o 1339
1012 .e 1112 1212 132

PGS 123 .. 1343

1045 i 1148 $s 1245 = 1345
. 1714 .5 1214 b 1314 ia

1047 .o 1147 - 1247 ey 1347
4 1121 1221 1321

- e -
1125 11588 1285 1253 1325 1353
427 1168 1227 1285 1327 1358
1128 11556 1228 1256 1328 1356

- 801 s02 8m A - Commences frosm Bus Station
. 1757 1829 1857 at 0557,
1758 1830 1858
1800 1832 1900 D = Cossences from Carage on
. 1808 . 1905 Saturdays.
1739 1833 .

G = Operates from/to Ststion
Road Carage.

NS = Not Saturdays.




Odds and Ends

How many operators in 1983 were still using letterheads showing an
AEC Regal — apart from Brewer’s of Caerau? This may not be as old
as it seems — note that it incorporated a postcode...

PARTIES CATERED PO WITH MODERM COACHES TELEFPHOMNE
CAERAY 204

TELEGRAH &
CAERAL

BREWER

CAERAU GARAGES -

CAERAU
— =gl ~ N' BRIDGEND i
2 = P GLAM.
BUS & COACH PROPRIETORS CE34 OPR

Mr, A.G. Osborne

7 Parlay Drive,

Seven Kings,

Tlfard

!SS.EL. IG5 BLT. 14th Novemper, 1983

Dear Mr. Osberne,

Many thanks for the two photegraphs you sent us and we are plaased
to hear that you enjoyed your recent visit to our premisess

Yours faithfully,
A.E. & F.R. Brewer Lid.

p..%.m
{q L.M, Watts (Mrs),
Company Secratary.

And finally...

How many of our readers — whether within
the industry or without — can remember
Gestetner machines?

Gadlelrier

MODELS

160, 160T
130 & 130T

w
\
Instructions for

Feeding  Automatically

POSTCARDS - SMALL SIZE PAPER
Hand Feeding

SMALL SIZE CARDS

FOLDED PAPER < HEAVY CARD

GESTETNER LIMITED

LONDON, N.17 . ENGLAND

Our catalogue is available online at ~ 2nd publications

www.busarchive.org.uk

How to EXPIOI"e We have three Research Centres, each holding unique material:
. * Droitwich, for original records
Our Collections * Walsall, for publicity items

* Acton, for London Transport records and timetables
Email or call to make your appointment (see contact details below)

the memory of the bus industry

This newsletter is published by
The Bus Archive, 100-102 Sandwell Street, Walsall,
WSI 3EB. Registered as a charity in England and

Wales (number |177343), set up as a Charitable
Incorporated Organisation.

Newsletter editor: Philip Kirk
Newsletter design and layout: Mike Greenwood

www.busarchive.org.uk
www.kitheadtrust.org.uk
01922 629358

Phone line open Tuesday and Wednesday, 10.00 to
16.00, answerphone at other times.
hello@busarchive.org.uk
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