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An atmospheric wintry shot of Nottingham trolleybus 516 (KTV 516), a BUT 9641T/Brush new in March
1950, in Upper Parliament Street in the city (Roy Marshall collection, ref RM02/C20946).
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Short Bros.

We have a marvellous 80-page brochure of Short Bros. (Rochester and Bedford) Ltd. It is undated but appears
to be from the 1920s when Shorts were quite a force in the manufacture of bus and coach bodywork. Their
‘main business’ was as aircraft designers and manufacturers but considered that the use of light alloys rather
than steel could give considerable weight advantages in commercial and passenger vehicles.

The history of the company is a fascinating one and encompasses everything from early gas-filled balloons to
George Best Belfast City Airport. An account can be read at https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Short_Brothers.

Here are a few pages from the brochure; we hope to be able to make it available in full on our Flickr page
during 2023.
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Mile by Mile on the LMS

An interesting publication – by
S N Pike MBE – is this book of
highly detailed route diagrams
for the LMS lines showing
gradients, signalling notes and
even coats of arms!

It was clearly a labour of love
using a huge amount of
diligence and knowledge. Page
7 includes the  information
box on the right which
includes a reference to
February 1948 so we can
narrow the publication date to
very shortly after
nationalisation of the railways
in January 1948.



Page 5



Page 6

Facebook Highlights

We post three times each week on Facebook, where
we have over 5,000 followers. Here are the most
popular photographs from the last quarter.

Perhaps the most significant event of the autumn was
the passing of Queen Elizabeth II after 70 years of service
to the nation. In common with tens of thousands of
others on Facebook, we paid tribute in our own way –
by looking back to her coronation. This Newcastle
Corporation Daimler is decked out in full regalia to
commemorate the occasion. (Photographer Roy
Marshall, ref. RM02/C07442).

This is a Derek Giles photograph, of his beloved
Southend Corporation Transport, where he served as
Traffic Superintendent for many years. The subject is
233 (BHJ 807) a Daimler CWA6 which had been new
with a Duple 'utility' lowbridge body in 1945. It was
rebodied with this Massey body in 1952 and lasted with
the municipal until 1965.
Behind is a similar bus with an interesting history - it was
new to London Transport (D228) in 1946 and purchased
by Southend in 1954 when it was also fitted with a
Massey body; this vehicle lasted with Southend as its 275
until 1963.
It is another of those shots which is rich in the detail of
everyday life - the Blue Bird Snack Bar and Jean
Raymond, hair stylist 'late of Bond Street' - whilst the
bus crew chat over the front nearside wing (ref.
DG02/03978).

A Roy Marshall photograph of Thames Valley/South
Midland 519 ABL taken at Gloucester Green bus station
in Oxford. The Duple Super Vega-bodied Bedford SB8
is set for a trip to London (although whether via the
Maidenhead or High Wycombe route isn't shown).
Certainly 804 (PRX 930) behind will follow the latter
route - it is an ECW coach bodied Bristol MW6G of
1959. (Copyright The Bus Archive, ref. RM02/A14671).

A Leyland TS7 of 1936 with postwar body by Associated
Coachbuilders of Sunderland to a style more restrained
than some of their efforts. It is running for its original
owner, Hall Bros. of South Shields, on its express route
to Coventry. The service and the Hall Bros. company
would be later taken over by Barton. As a bonus we see
the rear of Hoyle of Halifax ACP150, a Leyland PS1 with
a roof mounted luggage rack, clearly showing the access
steps (Photographer Roger Holmes, copyright The Bus
Archive, ref. RH04/1062).
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Facebook Highlights

Here is delightful Austin K8 with Tiverton body; MRL 765 was a 12 seater new in May 1950 to Hawkey of
Wadebridge but by the time these photographs were taken it was with long-time owner Chapman Bros. of St
Column Major, Cornwall. Given the rarity of the body we decided to show front and back. We understand that
this coach still survives! (Photographer Clive King, copyright The Bus Archive, ref CK02/07490 and 07491).

And a roll of the drums….

Our most popular photo of the quarter was published in October, on the 42nd anniversary of the deregulation
of long distance coach travel - in those days defined as operating journeys with stops no less than 30 miles
apart. An early entrant into this deregulated market was British Coachways, a consortium of established
independent coach operators which came together to offer a network of services across Britain under a
common brand. And that brand unashamedly had loud echoes of the then-current British Airways.
Here is an example - Morris Bros. of Swansea operated this Plaxton Supreme bodied Volvo B58 which was
new in that month. (Photographer Clive King, ref CK02/07903).
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New Additions

This quarter, we have received significant new additions to our collections:

David Bean, Jane Dicker, Ian Gray, Peter Gulland, Richard Hirst, the late TDI Hoskison, John Hodge, Geoff
Lumb, The M&D and East Kent Bus Club, the late John Marshall, the late Alan Mills, the late Barry Moore,
Vernon Morgan, Plaxtons plc, John Shutt, Sam Simpson, the late John Taylor, Trent Motor Traction, Deryk
Vernon, Mike Walton, John Wilson and Professor Peter White.

Thank you to everyone – every contribution helps us tell the story of the bus and coach industries.

Here are a couple of examples: The M&D and East Kent Bus Club have amassed a very large collection of
original archive material from the two companies and their successors, and they are now starting to pass this
over to us in an exercise over a significant period of time. Here is an example – a ‘bus board’ for Stagecoach
at Folkestone which shows the work undertaken by a particular bus on a given day. We like to collect items
such as these as they reveal how things work behind the scenes.

Another significant collection
which we are receiving over time
is that of transport scholar and
preservationist Geoff Lumb. His
latest tranche includes this advert
from the Huddersfield Transport
Department for Scenic Tours
around the district.
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Brum Monorail

I am sure everyone celebrated the restoration of trams onto the streets of central Birmingham, with the West
Midlands Metro, but a couple of generations ago there was an even more ambitious plan – a monorail!

This report by construction company Taylor Woodrow made the case for a link between the City Centre
and Cannon Hill Park. It is very much an engineering feasibility report, as section 2.5 ‘Costs’ takes a rather
cavalier attitude – “no detailed pricing has been carried out”.

The map shows the route along Lee Bank Road and Bristol Road to the Arts Centre, and the cross-section
shows how the 55 feet long cars would ‘hang’ and be accessed by what looks like quite a long staircase.
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Merry Christmas – the Oxford way!

A recent addition to our extensive City of Oxford collection is a 16-page booklet
from the chief officers of the company to the employees, at Christmas 1951.

Here are a few sample pages, but the whole thing can be viewed at:

https://www.flickr.com/photos/145880868@N07/albums/72177720304107213
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Christmas Quiz

For this year’s quiz, we fall back on that hardy
perennial the identification of road signs.
These are taken from a booklet entitled ‘Turn
to Better Driving’.

Some signs are still highly identifiable, others
have fallen into misuse and more are now
rather baffling. See how you get on – as usual
there are no prizes.

Interestingly, the book also
contains a maintenance record
sheet for your motor car
(recommends a ‘Grease all
round’ every 500 miles) and
the obligatory advert for Esso
products.
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Adverts

To round off the year, we look back 96 years to the publication Tramway & Railway World for 11 November
1926 and two advertisements for buses. The first, for American designed and made REO (‘Reliability with
Economy of Operation’) available through their UK agent, Harris & Hasell of Bristol. The second, on the next
page, for Tilling Stevens with its Express lightweight model.



Page 14



Page 15

Austin’s Journey

Industry stalwart Austin Birks has published a book featuring stories from his long career – with the profits
coming to The Bus Archive. Long-term readers will recall that Austin’s father John Birks was one of the
founders of The Kithead Trust and so we have had a long association with the Birks family.

Austin has been through some challenging times recently – you can read his blog at
https://www.thebagforlife.co.uk – but he remains steadfastly cheerful and optimistic.

The book is a lively account of many adventures which will be familiar to those who have worked in the
industry but which have probably gone unrecorded (in some cases, just as well!)

To order Austin’s book go to https://www.waterstones.com/book/my-journey/austin-birks/melissa-
oreilly/9781838247652 and remember - if for a very good cause!



Page 16

This newsletter is published by
The Bus Archive, 100-102 Sandwell Street, Walsall, WS1 3EB.
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www.busarchive.org.uk
01922 629358
Phone line open Tuesday and Wednesday, 10.00 to 16.00,
answerphone at other times. hello@busarchive.org.uk

How to Access our Collection

We have three Research Centres, each holding unique material:
• Droitwich, for original records
• Walsall, for publicity items and publications
• Acton, for London Transport records and timetables

Search our online catalogue at www.busarchive.org.uk.

6am or 0600?

Back to Acton!An early glimpse
We like a bit of irony at The Bus
Archive, so we were amused to
see this advert on the rear of a
Bell Punch ticket of Sunderland
Corporation Transport. It is for
Cowie’s of Sunderland – the
forerunner of today’s Arriva!

The
Bus Archive Team

wish all our readers a
Merry Christmas

and a
Happy New Year!

We are delighted to say that we
are now able to welcome
researchers back to our Acton
centre, thanks to our partners
London Transport Museum. We
are also now able to offer weekly
research slots – see our website
or contact us below for details.

This rather severe leaflet was
‘Issued by the principal bus
companies of Great Britain’ in the
1960s to encourage passengers to
use the 24-hour clock. It’s a debate
which rages to this day!


