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“We know there’s an East Midland ECW-bodied Leyland Titan in here somewhere!” (Roy Marshall).
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A MERRY CHRISTMAS FROMTHE BUS ARCHIVETEAM!
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South Midland
Through our friends at the Greater Manchester Transport Society we have recently acquired some important
documents on South Midland Transport and Touring Company Limited.

From its formation as an Oxford-based independent company in 1921, it passed to the expanding Red & White
Group in 1945 then to the British Transport Commission five years later, which placed it under the control
of Thames Valley Traction. With the formation of the National Bus Company in 1970, South Midland’s activities
were merged into The City of Oxford Motor Services.

We now have the original share certificates book, with the returned (and cancelled) certificates attached.

A certificate for 500 shares issued to Edith Emily Rosa Fishwick of Sydenham in 1930.
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We also have a full run of minute books for company directors’ meetings:

⊳
The minute of the first Annual General Meeting of the
company, held in 1923, when it was noted that “…due
to the obvious difficulties in becoming established, the
[financial] result was poor, but it was hoped that the
Company would show a substantial increase in the
coming year.”

�
The minute of the directors’ meeting held on 3rd
February 1945, at which it was resolved that “…the
directors should recommend to the shareholders that
an offer of £45,000 from Red & White… should be
accepted….” Interestingly, the sale was “to take effect
on 30th September 1944”!

These are historically significant volumes and
enhance our understanding of South Midland as
well as complementing our very extensive holdings
on Thames Valley and City of Oxford.
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Liverpool Transport Development Association

There seems to have been quite a resistance in Liverpool to the withdrawal of trams and their replacement
by buses. We have a file of publicity material which was issued from the late 1940s onwards.

These were issued by two organisations with different but similar names – Liverpool Tramway Passengers’
Association and Liverpool Transport Development Association (LTDA) – so one may have been the successor
to the other. The LTDA was a campaigning arm of the Light Railway Transport League, and not only campaigned
to the city council but also made representation at the series of hearings of the Area Traffic Commissioners
when applications to replace the trams were considered.

Liverpool Tram 950
(Photographer Ernest Masterman.

Copyright The Bus Archive)
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The earliest leaflet
(left) refers to the
recent route 43
conversion where
it claimed that all
manner of good
features such as
fares had been lost
or worsened. By
the time that the
route 10B was
under threat, a
campaign leaflet
listing many of the
same points was
issued (right) which
included a pro
forma letter to be
sent to local
councillors (below).

All was to be in vain, however, and by 1957, the tramway network had shrunk to only two routes – 6A to
Bowring Park and the 40 to Page Moss Avenue. The last tram of all ran on 14th September that year.
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Regulating London Bus Routes

The purpose of The London Traffic Act of 1924 was to regulate traffic in and near London, sections 6 and 7
dealing with buses with the aim of bringing order to the so-called ‘pirate’ bus operators on the capital’s streets
– there were an estimated 500 of them by that date.

Two key measures required all routes and schedules to be authorised by the Public Carriage Office of the
Metropolitan Police and gave the Minister of Transport powers to designate ‘restricted streets’ where only
existing routes would be allowed.  The Metropolitan Police appointed Superintendent Bassom to the temporary
rank of Chief Constable to carry out the first element, his name forever being associated with the complex
route numbering system he developed.

Such were the difficulties for operators
of meeting the requirements of the Act,
and the complexities arising from the
numbering system, that the first List of
Approved Routes issued on 9th
October 1924 contained very few of
the short workings that were a feature
of the London bus scene; an improved
list was not issued until 6th April 1925.
Chief Constable Bassom required the
full extent of the route to be given the
‘main’ number, with any short working
requiring a suffix.  As a result, well-
known route 11 was listed as running
between Wembley and Liverpool
Street, an extension for Cup Final days.
The daily route between Shepherd’s
Bush and Liverpool Street was, from
Wednesday 8th April 1925,
renumbered 11E.  This number was
used until the Bassom system was finally
abandoned by the LPTB on 3rd
October 1934.

Two further editions of the List of Approved Routes list were issued, no.3 in
April 1926 and the last in November 1929. In addition, there was a series of
amendments, the last being Additional List 13 to List 4, dated 28th February
1933, by which time only independent routes were covered – changes to
LGOC routes were announced in LGOC traffic circulars (TCs) from January
1933.  Thus, new route 137 (Hounslow and Chertsey, later the 237) was
included in Additional List 11 dated 31st October 1932, but a re-routing in
Hounslow in January 1933 was dealt with by TC.  Route 526D (North Finchley
and Wandsworth Bridge, later 26), operated jointly by Birch and LGOC (as
successors to London Public), was renumbered 526 on 1st February 1933 on
the Sunday route being shortened from Hadley Highstone; this change and the
Bassom renumbering was dealt with in Additional List 11 dated 28th February
1933 and only briefly referred to in the TCs.
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Power Cruising

O C (Orlando Cecil) Power was
Traffic Manager of Midland Red
(Birmingham & Midland Motor
Omnibus Co. Ltd.) until his death-
in-service in 1944, and as such he
was instrumental in building up the
company to be one of the biggest
in the land.

But it wasn’t all work and no play!
An internal Midland Red document
shows how his office was able to
contact Power whilst he enjoyed a
24 day, 7,748 mile cruise to Africa
in the spring of 1938, aboard the
RMS “Atlantis”.

The document lists the
opportunities to send messages by
air mail to stated offices in Gambia,
Senegal and Madeira. There are
even details of postal rates.

It seems incredible today that such
a powerful (no pun!) character
could be out of touch for days on
end but then the world must have
been a much slower moving place
in the 1930s.



Page 8

The retirement
of a former trainee….

Senior industry figure Martin Harris retired from the
post of managing director of Brighton & Hove in
November. His colleagues in The Go-Ahead Group
gave him an appropriate send off, which by tradition
really had to include a bit of a leg pull.

They recalled that as a management trainee with
Southdown, Martin and many colleagues had featured
in a book in the ‘People at Work’ series – Working in
a Bus Company.

This interesting volume was published in the early
1980s and was targeted at what would be called the
‘young adult’ market and described several jobs in
different departments within the company.

One of the chapters focused on Martin and his role
as a National Bus Company senior management
trainee.

We hear that Martin did appreciate the joke when presented with a copy of ‘his’
chapter!
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TRRL
and the Tufty Club

Readers of a certain age may recall
the Tufty Club, which originated in
1961 with the Royal Society for the
Prevention of Accidents (RoSPA)
and aimed at providing pre-school
children with safety education. In
the following decade, a staggering
two million children were at one
time members of the club.

We were surprised to find
amongst our collection of TRRL
reports, number 604, entitled ‘The
road safety aspects of the Tufty
Club’. This was published in 1973
and is a rigorous and
comprehensive analysis of the
campaign, including attitudinal
surveys.

Quite a blast from the past!



Vehicle Registration Numbers

For this edition’s extended feature (available to view in full on photo website Flickr),
we have uploaded a full copy of a Department of Transport consultation document
on registration numbers issued in December 1996. The then-current system was
due to be exhausted in 2004 and the DoT were interested in hearing from interested
parties on what should replace it.

The options were:
- Age based system (option 1)
- Area based system (option 2)
- Combined age/area based system (option 3)
- No age or area identifier (option 4)
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The full report is available to view at:
https://www.flickr.com/photos/145880868@N07/albums/72157720195169539.

(Spoiler alert – it was Option 3)
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We are delighted to announce that
we have attained another
milestone in our ‘Building for the
Future’ fundraising campaign. We
have now passed the £150,000
mark – half way to our target of
£300,000 – and only six months
after the campaign launch.

The Bus Archive chairman Brian
King said: “It is hugely appreciated
that so many of you have
supported us with donations to the
appeal. This is a once-in-a-
generation move for us and will
allow us to continue and indeed
expand our work.”

If you are interested in donating to
our appeal, we are pleased to
accept a cheque, or a bank
transfer: CAF Bank, Sort Code
40-52-40, account number
00031688. You can also donate
through our website
(www.busarchive.org.uk) but we
are charged for that service!

Building for the
Future Campaign

UPDATE
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Eastern National Careers

The appearance of a young Martin Harris in a
book designed to attract young people into
the industry (see page 8) reminded us that we
have featured careers brochures in previous
editions, some of which hold up well and
others which ‘reflect the language and
attitudes of their time’ to coin a phrase.

Here is quite a good example of the former –
from Eastern National – which gives a good
glimpse behind the scenes.
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We continue to post on Facebook three times each week – once each for an example of publicity, an archive
item and a photograph. We now have almost 4,500 followers so if you are on Facebook be sure to ‘like’ or
‘follow’ us at @thebusarchive.

And if you aren’t on Facebook but you are online you can still see our posts by going to
www.facebook.com/thebusarchive. You don’t have to join anything!

Stop Press – for the month of December we are posting daily photographs of a notional ‘round Britain’ tour as an
Advent Calendar.

We can’t possibly repeat all our posts here in BA News, but we can show you the five most-liked photos, in
reverse order. All copyright is The Bus Archive.

Facebook highlights

An attractive bus and livery; Leigh Corporation 37 (779
YTB) was a Leyland PD3A with lowbridge East Lancs
bodywork, new in June 1962. The bus and the Leigh
operation (and of course the livery) was subsumed into
SELNEC PTE in November 1969 when it became fleet
number 6937. (Photographer Roy Marshall).

A Park Royal-bodied Leyland Tiger Cub of Burton on Trent
Corporation Transport. 4 (RRU 904) had been new to the
Bournemouth municipality in 1955, passing to Burton in
1971. It is seen leaving Guild Street, taking a right turn
into Station Street. (Photographer Peter Henson).

From the select band of
independent operators
which bought double
deckers new - this
Leyland PD3 with
Massey body was new to
Lloyds of Bagillt in 1959.
The front part of the roof
at least looks like it has
seen better days in this
1970s view, although the
bus would stay with
Lloyds until 1982.
(Photographer Mark
Page, ref MP02/00483).

5

3

4
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2
An official publicity shot
from the 1980s of a
Shamrock & Rambler
Leyland Tiger with Duple
Laser body, at Swanage.
Following the purchase
of the S&R business by
the Drawlane Group, the
Tiger had a nomadic
existence, operating with
London Country (South
West) and Midland Red
North.

And the winner! A relatively rare example of a Bristol MW with other than an ECW body. LCS 201 was a MW6G
with Alexander coach body, new to Western SMT in May 1958 as its fleet number T1391. It is seen here in Annan
Bus Station. (Photographer Mark Page, ref. MP02/00409).

1
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This newsletter is published by
The Bus Archive, 100-102 Sandwell Street, Walsall, WS1 3EB.
Registered as a charity in England and Wales (number 1177343),
set up as a Charitable Incorporated Organisation.

Newsletter editor: Philip Kirk
Newsletter design and layout: Mike Greenwood

www.busarchive.org.uk
www.kitheadtrust.org.uk
01922 629358
Phone line open Tuesday and Wednesday, 10.00 to 16.00,
answerphone at other times. hello@busarchive.org.uk

Welcome to Jo!

How to Access our Collection

We have three Research Centres, each holding unique material:
• Droitwich, for original records
• Walsall, for publicity items and publications
• Acton, for London Transport records and timetables (still closed for the time being)

With the current uncertainty caused by COVID-19 restrictions, we cannot guarantee that we will be
able to remain open for research visitors. Please contact us by phone or email (see below).

Search our updated online catalogue at www.busarchive.org.uk.

Jo Jagielski has joined us as Admin Assistant at our
Droitwich centre. This new post has been created so
that we can give more attention to the ever-
increasing number of research visitors at Droitwich,
ensuring that they receive the experience they expect
from a professionally-run archive service. Jo will also
be involved in online sales of surplus material which
funds our day-to-day expenses. Most recently, Jo
worked as an Administrator for a Housing Association.

Printers Check

In the olden days, before the advent of desk-top
publishing and word processors, if we needed anything
printing then we would need the services of a
professional printer. This colourful blotter was issued
by G F Laybourne & Co Ltd of Newcastle-upon-Tyne
and showed the proof-reader’s marks – the shorthand
which would be used to indicate changed to a proof.
Note that there are also out of hours contact phone
numbers.


