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A delightfully atmospheric shot of Thames Valley ECW-bodied Leyland TS8 371(BBL 557) at rest by the
Blade Bone Inn at Chapel Row between Reading and Newbury. It looks like there are wartime blackout
restrictions in place. The pub still exists, although now styling itself ‘The Bladebone Inn’.
(Charles F Klapper, copyright The Bus Archive, Ref. CK05/0661)
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Scheduling buses
We are always interested in receiving sets of schedules – the detail of the how timetabled journeys are broken
down into blocks of work for individual buses and then individual drivers. This gives an excellent ‘behind the
scenes’ look at the everyday way in which bus operators work.

There are some great examples in our collections, such as the entire set of 1930s London Transport Country
Area schedules, and a recently-discovered example of a ‘duty book’ for Dundee Corporation Transport in
the 1950s where each driver carried a set of schedules and running cards (in reduced format) for the particular
route on which they worked.

If you have ever wondered how schedules were (and indeed are) compiled, we have discovered a guide issued
by Midland Red in 1970. This seems to be a transcript of a talk given to experienced schedulers in the wake
of the restrictions on Drivers’ Hours brought in by the Transport Act 1968.

It goes on for ten pages so we can’t possibly accommodate it all here in BA News but we have put the
entire document online at:
https://www.flickr.com/photos/145880868@N07/albums/72157719744419599/with/51410189969/
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Facebook highlights
We continue to post on Facebook three times each week – once each for an example of publicity, an archive
item and a photograph. We now have almost 4,500 followers so if you are on Facebook be sure to ‘like’ or
‘follow’ us at @thebusarchive.

And if you aren’t on Facebook but you are online you can still see our posts by going to
www.facebook.com/thebusarchive. You don’t have to join anything!

We can’t possibly repeat all our posts here in BA News, but we can show you the six most-liked photos.
All copyright is The Bus Archive.

A photograph from the official London Coastal Coaches/Victoria Coach Station collection, a busy scene from the early 1960s, with a few service buses helping
out the wide range of coaches.

Accrington had one of the most distinctive municipal liveries, seen here on
East Lancs bodied Leyland Atlantean 172 (STB 792G) which was new in
July 1969. It passed to Hyndburn on its creation in April 1974 and was
withdrawn nine years later. It was sold to a local dealer in 1983 and we
have no record of any further use. (Photographer Peter Yeomans)

An Alexander (Fife) Leyland Leopard PSU5 with Alexander M type body,
specifically designed for long distance motorway services between Scotland
and London. FPE 63 (HSX 63N) was new in March 1975 and is seen here
on the waterfront at Kirkcaldy, the town where it was based.
(Photographer Roy Marshall)
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Facebook highlights

An impressive line-up at Wakefield Bus Station, headed up by West Riding Roe-bodied Daimler Fleetline 223 (PHL 223G) new in 1969. Following up is a Guy
Arab IV / Roe from the batch 818-862 (KHL 818-862), new in 1957/58, and at the back is Cooper Bros (United Services) former Ribble Burlingham-bodied
Leyland PD1A BCK 460. And sneaking in ('photobombing' in modern parlance) is a Plaxton Derwent bodied saloon on the left which is one of the batch of
1969 Leyland Panthers. (Photographer Mark Page)

Fishwick of Leyland were very loyal to their local manufacturer, exemplified
by this shot of the 13 (NTC 232) a relatively rare Leyland Olympic with
Weymann's body which was new in September 1951. It is seen here in the
atmospheric surroundings of Preston bus station, under the watchful eye of
a Ribble driver, with their 'White Lady' double deck coach 1224 (BRN 284)
sneaking in. (Photographer John Wilkins)

From a recently donated private collection. Here is a proud Southdown
driver with his coach, fleet number 1050 (RUF 50) a Beadle-bodied Leyland
Tiger Cub, new in 1956.
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Donations Over the last three months, we have received a record-breaking number of donations,
mainly from individuals who have used the lockdown to ‘have a sort out’, some from the
bus and coach industry and some from the families of enthusiasts who have passed on.

It will take a while to sort through all of these kind donations and for them to appear in our online catalogues,
but here is a glimpse of a few of them…

Peter Relf

The late Peter Relf was a prolific photographer and his extensive collection – including copyright – has
generously been donated to us. Here are a few examples:

A classic ECW coach body on Bristol RELH chassis for Red & White
(PR02/19306).

For many years, Peter sold his photographs under the ‘Vectis Transport
Services’, and here is a suitable sign off: a Leyland National for Southern
Vectis (PR02/33611).

A Cumberland Motor Services
Leyland PS1 carrying a Burlingham coach body,
which had received bus seats and a full destination
display for use of local services later in life (PR02/05704).
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John Taylor

John Taylor, who died last year,
was a prolific and assiduous
researcher, mainly into bus and
coach operations in his native
Essex, but also further afield into
the National group of companies.

We aren’t aware of any books
which John ever authored, but his
family were happy to donate his
research notes and papers to us.
Included in his papers are a series
of files of ‘The National Omnibus
and Transport Co. Ltd., Grays
Depot’, which includes inter alia a
list of vehicles.
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First West of England

We were one of the first ports of call
for James Freeman after his
retirement from the post as Managing
Director of First West of England.
James, of course, needs no
introduction as one of the leaders in
both the operating industry (People’s
Provincial, Stagecoach and Reading
Buses as well as First) and in the
preservation movement with the
Friends of King Alfred Buses.

“I have been waiting for several years
to visit The Bus Archive”, said James.
“I watched from afar as BA was
created and has now grown to be a
quite astonishing store of original
documents, kept in professional
conditions. It is a credit to the BA
team.” James didn’t come empty
handed; he brought a box of property
agreements, donated by First.
Although these came in a metal box,
they were quickly transferred to
conservation boxes to ensure their
safe custody.
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Park Royal and Weymann’s images

We have been most fortunate to receive a further batch of glass-plate negatives of Charles K Bower & Sons
of Acton, who were the official photographers of both Park Royal and Weymann’s. In several cases of
manufacturers’ images, we are piecing together the most complete collections, to fill gaps where original
negatives have been lost or discarded.

A 1949 Weymann’s bodied AEC Regent III for Hull Corporation (WE01/40155)

A 1950 Park Royal bodied Sunbeam F4 trolleybus for Ipswich (PR01/41097)
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Tony Newman

Tony Newman died earlier this
year but not before making specific
provision for the safe transfer of
his collection to The Bus Archive.
Nothing summarises Tony better
than this, for he was instrumental
in the setting up of BA, having been
a trustee of one of our
predecessors, The Kithead Trust.

Tony was a very long-standing
enthusiast; in fact, he was a
member of the PSV Circle when it
was known as the ‘British
Passenger Road Transport
Observers Society’.

He would have membership
number 40 when the Circle was
created.

Tony was a constant presence in
the Omnibus Society too and his
very detailed research –
particularly at the Public Record
Office and latterly The National
Archives served to underpin his
many authored publications. And
his output was prodigious: horse
buses, trolleybuses, wartime gas
buses all received the trademark
Newman detailed research and
well-presented write-up. Always
an enthusiast for public transport,
Tony never owned a car.

His collection is both personal and
historically valuable and we look
forward to carefully cataloguing it,
so that others can benefit.

We are always interested in receiving more material! If you have had ‘a good sort out’ and
have books, magazines, photographs, official records or your own research then we would
like to hear from you.

We want to make our collections complete, so any items which we don’t already have we will add, and
for those which we do have, we can sell to earn money for our charity.

Just contact us at hello@busarchive.org.uk.  (Sorry, but we can’t pay for any material).
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Railway Matters Amongst the volumes donated to us by the Department of Transport
25 years ago is a run of Light Railway Orders, such as this one subtitled
‘Confirmed during years 1928 – 1935’.

The list of contents range from ‘Easingwold 1928’ to ‘Leeds Corporation (extension) 1935’; our eye was
caught by item 3 – the ‘Romney Hythe & Dymchurch (Extension) 1928’. See next page for more detail.
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Extension to the
Romney, Hythe &
Dymchurch Railway

This was for the extension
from New Romney to
Dungeness.

Something we found of
interest was the sections
contained in the order –
covering everything from
compulsory purchase of
lands, a bridge over the new
railway, the power to apply
funds and issue of debenture
stock.

Following a public inquiry,
the extension was granted
and opened in August 1928.

Yet another interesting
timepiece from our railway
collection.
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Photographs

Many thousands of the photographs from our collections are available for purchase through our sister
organisation The Omnibus Society at two online outlets:

The Omnibus Society Zenfolio website: https://theomnibussociety.zenfolio.com

The Transport Library: https://thetransportlibrary.co.uk
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We’re back (at least partially)

With the reduction in statutory restrictions by the Government, we have been able to revise our own
restrictions on access to our centres - and to welcome back both volunteers and researchers to our Droitwich
and Walsall centres.

However, Health & Safety Executive guidance on workplaces still requires us to maintain a ‘Covid secure’
workplace and so we are restricting numbers – for example only one researcher per centre per day, to
maintain social distance and to wear face coverings whilst moving around.

After such a long lay-off, it has been a great relief all round to
take the first steps towards the restoration of normal working
and bookings for places is at a very high rate. So, if you want to
visit us, please book ahead at hello@busarchive.org.uk.

Unfortunately, there is no news yet on the reopening of our
Acton centre.

John Howie (left) was one of the first researchers to return to
our Walsall centre.

Regular volunteer Chris (below left) and lead volunteer Peter
(below right) are working whilst maintaining social distance and
wearing masks. Internal doors are kept open except where we
need to maintain constant temperatures in store rooms.
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Our Building for the Future Appeal
is going well: we have now raised
£120,000 towards our target of
£300,000 with contributions still
coming in.

The Appeal is to fund the purchase
and equipping of our new,
expanded, premises near
Droitwich in Worcestershire so
that we can continue to keep our
ever-expanding collections under
professional conditions and make
them available for researchers.

It is great not just to receive your
contributions, but also to have
your supportive comments – that
what we are doing is worthwhile,
and that we need to ‘keep it up’.

Building
for the
Future
Appeal

UPDATE

So, if you haven’t contributed yet, we still have a long way to go – so
please support us. Go to:-
https://www.busarchive.org.uk/building-appeal.shtml.
It only takes a couple of clicks to get us nearer to that magic target!
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We are participating in a project
being run by our sister
organisation, The Omnibus
Society, to invite bus industry
operators, employees and
passengers to share their
experiences of the pandemic.
They are looking for personal
stories; funny, moving, inspirational
and everything in between, for a
special project titled “The Covid
Journey”.  Everyday stories of how
lives changed will be curated,
alongside the more inspiring ones,
such as witnessing local residents
clapping on a Thursday as their
local bus passed along their street
– recognising the passenger
transport sector as essential
workers.

The challenges for bus and coach
operators to survive and operate
during the last year and a half have
been significant, not just for
companies themselves, but also for
the staff involved.  Recognising this,
the Omnibus Society is keen to
capture all these experiences to
create a record for future
generations.

At the launch of “The Covid
Journey” Project, Omnibus Society
President Martijn Gilbert said:
“The pandemic has had a massive
impact on the world of passenger
transport and the people who
work within in. Transport’s key
workers, and the companies they
represent, have had to adapt to
many challenges. This has driven
change in many areas, including
some positives, and there is no
doubt a whole lot more to come,
but now seems like a good time
for us all to reflect on our work
and to document and celebrate
this.”

‘The Covid Journey’ - Tell Us Your Covid story
The Omnibus Society’s “The Covid Journey” Project invites everyone
to record their experiences during this period from the road passenger
transport perspective.  Operators and individual alike are encouraged
to share their experiences, be that from the viewpoint of a driver,
engineer, scheduler, depot allocator or even passenger. It is hoped to
capture as many insights as possible to create a unique Road Passenger
Industry Covid Jigsaw.

For full details on how to contribute please visit the Omnibus Society
website www.omnibus-society.org. The Society is offering a first prize
of £500 for the best submission and a second prize of £250.  All the
submissions will be stored as a resource at The Bus Archive and will be
available for those interested in looking back at this period of social
history in the future. It is also hoped that a selection will be published.

For further information, please contact Michael Meilton on 079395 96868
or at michael.meilton@omnibus-society.org
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This newsletter is published by
The Bus Archive, 100-102 Sandwell Street, Walsall, WS1 3EB.
Registered as a charity in England and Wales (number 1177343),
set up as a Charitable Incorporated Organisation.

Newsletter editor: Philip Kirk
Newsletter design and layout: Mike Greenwood

www.busarchive.org.uk
www.kitheadtrust.org.uk
01922 629358
Phone line open Tuesday and Wednesday, 10.00 to 16.00,
answerphone at other times. hello@busarchive.org.uk

We are open again!

We have three Research Centres, each holding unique material:
• Droitwich, for original records
• Walsall, for publicity items and publications
• Acton, for London Transport records and timetables (still closed for the time being)

Email or call to make your appointment (see contact details below)

Search our updated online catalogue at www.busarchive.org.uk.

It’s all about the packaging! This looks to be an advert from the
1930s, possibly soon after the title ‘monster’ was applied to a
creature which supposedly lived ‘neath the surface of the Loch.

W Alexander & Sons Ltd. ‘…do not guarantee that the
“Monster” will be on view, we do guarantee that you will
consider the above tours Monster Bargains.’ (!)

And who can remember uniform
cleaning tokens? This caused a huge
amount of debate and reminiscence
on our Facebook page.

Monsterland


